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Activities in Gunma Prefecture to Award the Dutch-
Japanese Interpreter INABE Ichigoro

FUJIMOTO Kentaro

Abstract / Short Outline (B{%E)

Ichigoro Inabe (1786-1840), a Dutch -Japanese interpreter, had been accused of handing over
prohibited items such as maps of Japan to Siebold in the 1828 Siebold Incident. As a result,
he was sentenced to lifelong imprisonment to be served at the Nanokaichi clan of Kozuke. In
1840, Inabe suffered from dysentery in Nanokaichi and died at the age of 55. However, since
1926, commendation activities have been carried out in Gunma Prefecture, led by the Gunma
Medical Association. In 1931, postcards of related historic sites were published, and a memorial
monument was erected. In the commendation process, Inabe was treated as a symbolic figure
who had laid the foundation for medical development in Nanokaichi, in spite of the fact that he
was a "sinner" who had been sentenced to imprisonment.

This paper, will focus on the difference in the evaluation of Inabe based on historical materials
written in the 19th Century and of the later evaluation as surmised from the proposal prepared
by the medical association in Gunma prefecture, which led to the commendation activities.
Through this comparison, it becomes clear why Inabe received an award in Gunma which is far
from his hometown of Nagasaki, and what significance the commendation activities had for the

people of Gunma.
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