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Abstract / Short Outline

The purpose of this paper is to consider the ‘physical space” at NUFS as a cultural context of
education and to review our teaching practices within it. It is a based on the assumption that the
way in which the teachers conduct their classes can reflect an expression of how they perceive
and interpret the pedagogical space and its related phenomena in the classroom. If it can be
considered that society and culture are created when the various subjective meanings of each
teacher are integrated and shared (Blumer, 1969), it is possible to see our daily events from
the inside and outside the classroom by verbalizing them and to see what kind of meanings we
assign them. This will help us to understand the current educational culture of our university.
The three reports on the teaching practice of English, Chinese, and German are reviewed,
followed by a look at some aspects of teaching practice from the perspective of plurilingualism.
The campus environment is also considered in order to discover what kind of education is
appropriate to the educational culture of our university. As a result of this review, it is hoped
that it will help to clarify the elements that could make it possible to have a language education
based on Plurilingualism (a multi-lingual environment on campus, the students’ positive image
of learning foreign languages, closer relationships between students and between students and

teachers, etc.) which have already existed on campus and how we structuralize them.

¥ —7 — F : Educational context, Plurilingualism, Second language learning
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2. Theory into Practice : Integrating plurilingual concepts in the learning
space (Cullis Stephen)

Plurilingualism as a concept is not new, having emerged in the 1970s from
linguistics studies in multilingualism and the societies with multiple languages
(Denison, Norman (1970). “Sociolinguistic Aspects of Plurilingualism”. Social Science.
45 (2): 98-101). However, it has become increasingly relevant as the migration of
peoples globally increases and we find ourselves as moderns in the early 21st century
living in an increasingly globalized workplace and cultural meeting ground.

It is best to start with a definition of what we are talking about and put in the
context of multilingualism, effectively its precursor or parent stage. It is important
to note here that plurilingualism is a phenomenon which originates from and is
often coexistent with its parent stage multilingualism. In fact, before its emergence
as a concept and subject in its own right, plurilingualism was described as part
multilingualism, albeit a subset with its own distinctive characteristics. It became clear
that it was necessary to separate the two in order to highlight the distinction and to
bring plurilingualism into existence as its own separate area of study.

Therefore, it is possible to witness a variety of language use situations in different
countries and regions around the world, together with concomitant varying degrees of

plurilingualism with the multilingual framework.

2.1 Definitions - Plurilingualism and Multilingualism

It is helpful here to use a schematic in order to illustrate the differences between
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multilingualism and Plurilingualism and in doing so arrive at a better understanding of how

they compare, interact, and co-exist within a given framework at state or regional level.

The multilingual space The plurilingual space

Fig.1 Fig.2

As we can see in Figure 1 above, the multilingual space consists of several
languages which exist independently of each other and have no overlap, indicating no
or almost no interaction between each distinct group. In the real world, there is zero
state of interaction but for the purposes of definition and contrast, we can assume that
in the multilingual space there is little or no interaction.

Figure 2. illustrates the difference. Here we have several language groups
overlapping and a central shared space where a lot of interaction takes place between
the language groups, resulting in phenomena such as code switching (language users
changing language within a single linguistic interaction/speech act) and linguistic
cross fertilization, word loaning etc.)

To summarize, multilingual space consists of several discrete and distinct language
groups where the plurilingual space has several interconnected language groups. In
the multilingual space there is limited or no code switching where code switching is
common in plurilingual spaces. Finally, there are few bi-lingual or tri-lingual speakers
in the multilingual space where in contrast to this there are usually many bi-lingual and

tri-lingual speakers in the plurilingual space.

2.2 Legitimacy

Therefore, it is clear that we have many countries/regions in the world in which
both multilingual and plurilingual spaces co-exist to a greater or lesser extent. A key
concept here is legitimacy since it can play an important role in either encouraging or
hindering the development and fostering of a plurilingual space.

In many countries where there are multiple languages at play, government policy
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at all levels can limit the legitimacy or in some cases act to delegitimize the plurilingual
speaker, e.g., Canada is officially bi-lingual but many citizens are tri-lingual or more.
The UK has several regional languages in its national make up (Welsh, Gaelic etc.) but
there is only one officially recognized national language.

This situation may change as societies become more diverse as a result on
increasing migration. It is self-evident however that official recognition at a
government level, especially in the education system, would accelerate and facilitate
this process. As an additional point, although not explored in this current presentation,
is the question of identity which is bound up in both space types. In the multilingual
space the matter of cultural identity is expressed within a tightly defined language
grouping and those who may not fit in to that strict definition may feel that their
linguistic-linguistic identity is not recognized. In the plurilingual space, differences
tend to be celebrated rather than excluded and the recognition of plural cultural
identities can develop and thrive. This is an interesting aspect and could be explored in

a further study using a country or region as a case study.

2.3 Practical application of plurilingualism in the classroom and the wider
university campus.

There are several ways in which plurilingualism could be promoted and developed
at an educational institution both at the classroom level and in the wider context of
the campus environment. It seems particularly ideal for an institution that focusses its
work upon foreign languages and their attendant cultures to engage in activities that

foster plurilingualism. Here a few examples:

Classroom Level
- Language trade envoys
- Code switching
- Treasure box
Wider Campus context
- An integrated syllabus system

- Language buddy system

In the following sections, I will describe these examples in detail.
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2.4 Classroom Level
2.4.1 Language trade envoys

This could be applied as an in-class activity or could even be interclass. Teacher/
s create a chopped up text and distribute the parts of the text (paragraphs for example)
for reassembly, the difference here being that the paragraphs will all be from the same
text but will be in multiple languages (i.e., paragraph 1 in Chinese, 2-3 in English , 4
in French, 5-7 in Korean) and the class divided into different L2 language competency
groups to reassemble the text in one final-language form depending on the class
they are currently taking, so in an English reading comprehension class the final text
language must be English, in a Korean reading class, Korean and so on.

The text itself is in several languages which one or more groups will have varying
levels of competency in, e.g., French, German, Chinese and Korean. Each group will be
able to decipher the English parts but will need to send an envoy to another table to get
some help with the indecipherable parts and in return help that group with their sections.
The text compositions will vary depending on the language of the class being taught.
Teachers could get together and make a hybrid text each week for the students to meet

their own envoys outside the class and prepare a final version in their chosen language.

2.4.2 Code switching

The teacher and students that are able to do so can be encouraged to code switch.
This may have been used already by teachers on an ad hoc basis, but deep/overt code
switching could be formally encouraged with the students to encourage cross-learning

of linguistic forms and deep structure awareness (Chomsky 1965).

2.4.3 Treasure box

The class keeps a box for new vocabulary learnt but each item is put in several
languages into the box and taken out for regular review...as in, “does anyone know
what this English, Chinese, French, German word/phrase means?” get students to
practice retention and production over a wide repertoire of languages.

Students will get to practice their mnemonic skills over a wide range of languages
and other students will get a taster of vocabulary in a language they are unfamiliar with
and could become interested in. Students will gain an insight into the similarities and
connections across language families (Indo European, Sinitic languages using kanji-

based writing systems.
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2.5 Wider Campus context: Announcements and signage in multiple
languages

These could appear in rotation so there is always Japanese and 1 or 2 other
languages (French, German, Chinese etc.) at a time varying throughout the week.
Teachers or student volunteers could help with preparing and practicing the

announcements for special events and regular slots such as chapel hour etc. each week.

2.5.1 Anintegrated syllabus system

A plurilingual syllabus system could be either partially or totally integrated so that
students could be learning similar grammar points or communication techniques in
different languages at the same time. This would enable them to relate their knowledge
across competencies.

This idea might work best on an ad hoc basis i.e., teachers get together and work
on presenting the same types of grammar/comm skills during specialized workshop
events. For example, a week where all students across the level A2 in ALL languages
would be focusing on present simple tense and talking about daily routines and habits.
This would also bring comparative linguistic awareness to the fore for both teachers

and students, serving to improve learning on both levels.

2.5. 2 Language buddy system

Students get assigned to a different language student for the semester, so a French
major with a German major and a Chinese major with a Korean or Japanese major
shadow each other, visit each other's class and ask about their relative language study
progress/experiences and make a report/social media page on the language sharing
experience at the end of the semester. Students can arrange how and when to meet
themselves as well as what kind of comparisons to conduct, giving them a sense of
authorship and autonomy over the system. The final reports could be posted on the
university website in the form of an e-magazine in multiple languages.

These are just a few ideas which could act as a starting point for innovation and
experimentation for the whole student and staff body. Other hidden benefits are
certain to emerge, such as increased mutual cultural recognition and help to legitimize

and foster the plurilingual identity and space within the university context.
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