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Cross-Cultural Materials for Teaching Integrated Studies Classes
Reviewing Relevant Research

KAWASHIMA Hirokatsu

Abstract

The course of teacher training at NUFS has been making preparations for the teaching of integrated studies classes using
cross-cultural materials. Several relevant studies were reviewed, and useful information and knowledge for such teaching
was obtained. It was found that teaching integrated studies classes using cross-cultural materials might involve some
difficult elements, but that if the value system of different cultures is properly implemented in the materials, these classes can

become highly informative for students.
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Mari: I don’t understand why I was chosen.
Janet:  It’s because you’re a good player.
Mari: But I’'m new here and there are many seniors.
Janet:  You play better than they do. Don’t worry about the selection.
Mari: But in Japan, the seniors are usually chosen for a tournament. I worry about how they’ll feel about
my being chosen.

Janet:  Mari, I don’t really understand why you worry so much about being chosen.
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