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The Human Library as an Initiative for a Multicultural Symbiotic Society:
Citizen-Centered Human Library Action Report

MIY AZAKI Kiyono

Abstract

The “Human Library” has emerged as a leading global method to reduce prejudices and encourage
understanding in communities through dialogue and interaction. Since the first Human Library was held in
Copenhagen, Denmark in 2000, similar events have spread around the world. In Japan, most Human Library
events are organized by universities, but in 2013, the Human Library Nagasaki Committee began
coordinating Citizen-Centered Human Libraries, holding its third event in August 2014. This paper reviews
the Human Library concept and reports on recent developments with Citizen-Centered Human Library

events in Nagasaki.
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