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South Korean Gender Order from the Perspective of Military Culture

SASAKI Masanori

Abstract

This paper describes the South Korean gender order from the point of view of military culture. At the
conclusion of the Cold War, South Korea joined the other developed nations of the world, and North Korea
had an overwhelming difference of national power. Under these conditions, why would South Korea feel the
need to maintain military conscription? This paper proposes that the reason for this is to maintain the gender
order. In other words, by experiencing military service and duty, men are able to obtain hegemony. However,
men who had completed military service as an alternative military duty service are unable to grasp this
hegemony. They are the majority in terms that experienced military service, but the marginal person in
terms that have no hegemony. Previous research on South Korean conscription did not focus on men from
the alternative military duty service. Beyond the constructed male—female gender order, the people who

experienced the alternative military duty service are constructing a new South Korean gender order.
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