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The Possessive Expressions “X (person) ga aru/iru”
—A survey of usage data in novels from the Meiji period until today—

NIIDA Sumino

Abstract

When it comes to the differences between the usage of the Japanese verbs ‘aru’ and ‘iru’, people generally
think that ‘aru’ is used for non-living things, whereas ‘iru’ is limited for living things. But to make things more
complicated, we can also use ‘aru’ and ‘iru’ for possessive expressions.

This paper discusses the different usage of ‘aru’ and ‘iru’ its meaning and usage in possessive expressions.
Analyzing novels, some light will be shed on the diachronical changes of usage of ‘aru’ and ‘iru’ since the Meiji
period.

My research will show that there are some decisive factors governing the use of ‘aru’ and ‘iru” depending on
the closeness between the involved speakers and that these factors have changed over time. During the
Meiji period the usage of ‘aru’ and ‘iru” was interchanging, while nowadays possessive expressions show a

preference for ‘iru’.
F—T—K: ANOFE [TA¥DL/ wbH] “HEER

1. [FUBHIC

WL, HAFEICBWTREIRBRLEEIONLIDRIEXL K. TabbHEEI LEFOFLIE
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(5] Mo TWzlw) 2Ll b, £LTC, FIREBUEEH [Wb] obbbLz [¥hH5] &
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D) OEBERTCHRICE 72, L2 dBEORRIEIZELADOTIER L, L LAELDREELC
HBHEROLNLEDTHS.] LBRT W5,
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A Z > TWARIIOVWTRLTH S,

£1, K126, BRICHEDLSLT, AOFifF2RTEBUE [Wa ] MEHIWLSE07% <. 4
BB DK TA% % O TS, 512, TNHORBIZIRER 2 HR20E T L IZEOHOLESY
RIZDONF2, K2 Thb,

FZ2X0.TA(Y) = A (X) 82/ 5] CTAOFTAZRZTHE. BGRC2 ST F C
. [H2] 0lD (Wb F0bEMEHERTVwE, LaL, BHIEAS> TROHAED [AS
B OMHOBEMAA LI, BRI EHIZLOHEMPEZTWDH, £L T BUUZESKIZONT, [dH

®R1 ANOFFEERT [AV¥H3] TAPWSB] ORI

MBI BN D B8
H5b 128 26.4%
w3 356 73.6%
Al 484 100%
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0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%
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FHOCAEADITRL o TWAEVITLETEHAHEAI,

®2 BRIEOADAHEBEERY [AFH3] [APW3]

——— ——— —

Wi~1025 | 020 fgz:”> 1946 f§§§%> 1966~1998 I?Z}%ngg?
55 14 ( 93%) 10 ( 67%) 37 ( 61%) 26 ( 22%) 41 (15%)
w5 1(C 7%) 5 (33%) 24 ( 39%) 91 ( 78%) 235 ( 85%)
7 15 (100%) 15 (100%) 61 (100%) 117 (100%) 276 (100%)
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(2-3) (2-4) TiE [FERLTHR] OFAHIC (D] & [WB] P, (2-5) (2-6) (2 -
7) T TAAN-BA] OFHFIC [H5] L TWE] 2 ZLT, (2-8) Tld, —2OXDHT
[FEF ] 2iE [Hs] 25 TBA A CE Twa] 25 (2-9) Tt TR TEAN (BA)] &
b [Wa] 2MEbhTwb, TOIERLHIIZ [WE] & [H5] OMTEREAIONTVEH5TIE
el BRMIEZIEC G TVE LW 57259,

3. MEZEHOHT [APHB] & TADPWB] DEVHITICOVT
COETIE, TABDEH] & [TAHFCE] OfHZRET 5 RN E ZOMHDERZIZONT, UE
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[1] FrE#H (Y) LFiEsSns A (X) OZFMBRE [H5] Wb ] Offiviigir
[2] TAEhB N (X) OMEIZLS [H5] 5] OMEHOEELIHER

3—1 FEE (Y) EFMEIh3 AN (X) OZHRBERE (53] W3] OFEVSIT
TIZTWw) EMBREE EE (Y) LA Sha AN (X) LOBRBED LX) HERIZH S
MNEVH) T L THb, 2L 21E RLTHROUNL Z LDRWHTRTH S L, —HZEERT
HOLBAREANMRTH L LD, £I)VoMfRE, STTIEZHMBKRE LRI LITT 5,
wKoFE3, W31E (A (X) 25H5] & [TA (X) 2P05] 12835 [TA (X)) onFEZzoH
B E K L72bDTH %,

®3 FIAESINBAN (X) EFEE (Y) OEBREGRE [$3] & [Wa] OFER

A (X) ) .
> # T S liti ek e R Y NE N it
FAEBhE
H5 7 64 12 22 23 128
w3 31 127 71 36 91 356
i 38 191 83 58 114 484

3, M3XY, APOHFELEL DD BELSHELE L THICELTE, 2052 d5bd [Fis
H5] [THICE ] OWEANRLLBHINTVDL I ENbh S,
Fo, BN —oOREE LS [FE - K] IKHLTE 2] [Wa]l oLEL 8L X9 I
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HENTVBY, —BNEHEETHS [BAN-BA] 1B E, [H5] IR TWE] LM
ENTWE, Zhid, rEHE (Y) OFFEEINL AN (X) 1T 5 E#ROEVWEZRLTWSLDTIE R
Wk llbih s,

B3 mEIh3dA (X) cFiBEE (Y) OZFERBEGRE [55] & [Wa] OFER
AX)onEE D) TWh) OFEH
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200
150
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2l Ea Sl 55 8 EVES FASEA

3—2 FREENBA (X) OFRMEICLS [$3] [WB] OFEHOESFRHE
KIS, FrFEEINLAN (X) &l E (Y) O _FHBBERERRICE 20ROV TATY
o RAWFZHRBRIZBITS [H4] WD ]| ORI EOHBIKIIONWTELDZDDTH S,

x4 BRI ZFRBERE [ArH2] & [APFVWSB] ORAMHDOLESR

Wit~ | 1926~ | 1946~ | 1966~ | 1971~2005 }
1925 1945 1965 1998 (i) !
" H5 0 0 2 0 5 7
Wb 0 3 6 8 14 31
- H5 7 4 10 12 31 64
w5 0 1 2 19 105 127
. H5 2 0 3 4 3 12
SRR w5 1 0 4 12 54 71
H5 1 3 9 7 2 22
2R w5 0 0 3 12 21 36
H5 4 3 13 3 0 23

TN
BABA 0 0 1 9 10 a1 91
H5 14 10 37 2% 41 128

Wy
b%/\% Wb 1 5 24 91 235 356
t 15 15 61 117 276 484

PG ~1925 20 1560, 1926~1945 14fF 1561, 1946~1965 341 6141,
1966~1998 5811761, 1971~2005 2766 (A5 ] (2 X 2Bk H)

UFoRPHEI) (K4~KQ) FTIE. lrFAENL A (X) OfFHIZLE-TIHAE] & W5
DB EDEHNICEEL TV ENEHObLZLDTHS,
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© # (X) 0iBE

B, IiAE (Y) Sl o THSDEENDHI A SAFAEL T b 720, ERICED S5 T
LTWbZEapRd [Wa ] PEARMICIHEHEN TR LV BES ). —RINIIEZ T, Bam
AT 5HE0) FMIZIERIEWEER SND 720, BID &R bzv,

x5 B (@R -XL & -8 G 55013

Wi6~1925 | 1926~1945 | 1946~1965 | 1966~1998 1971N2§005 Al
(DinE)
H5 0 (0%) 0(C 0%) |2 (2%) [0( 0%) 5 (26%) 7 (18.4%)
W5 0 (0%) 3 (100%) | 6 ( 75%) | 8 (100%) | 14 ( 74%) 31 (81.6%)
i 0 (0%) 3 (100%) | & (100%) | 8 (100%) | 19 (100%) 38 (1 100%)
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U7 (I—BROE] FARPERAR1981)

(3-2) BToMRIcZEhASEONE, BICEATRICESAETAMBEAI VL, ([BLehoH
BRIIBR] PEATESF-2003)

(3-3) ZOMRICIELEFEZHELTVE S LLEEDORBAI VL, (IHBEoMtF] AEE
2004)

19714EH 520054E 0 [N E] OMERIZB T 2N, TE»H 2| OB OhdH o7z L
L. UToRBO X912, BRICEINZ2DOTH 5705 ZORREZEIZILTLURTO b O LT
ﬁ)of:o

(3-4) BRICHTZ LoDV BROATWLMEZ AL, EALRELAORFLGS2VITRE,
BAH D EIIMs L LKA DOTHA ) L BbN, ([FIEBREE ] A5 T1978)

(3-5) HIAREHELEZZIBHZIE, BB LICHF-TELROHEAZMETTR S, [ BRNIEHID
DAD] FENMIBE, REWLERLPICREIRS. (THEEAEKAR] HAR1994)




s R SN $21%

@ F (F#) (X) 0BE

TOFAICELTIE, FiEETHEBICL > TTIIRBEL T ORICEINTELFAETH L, €
D7z, EHLLHEV) EBUTE o TRIADEBRIFAEL Y MM BEDTHAH ., [HDH] DI
I DMERBEED Ve LA Ly 19665E LIS, 20O —HAL LTOFEL AL ENE LX) IR
0. Tz, HEWOHEEICIE [Va] ARG E RS2 BLH Y. (VD] O L T
Wb,

®6 F (F#) %513

H#E~1925 | 1926~1945 | 1946~1965 | 1966~1998 1971\72;005 At
(B#E)
HbH 7 (100%) | 4 ( 80%) |10 (83.3%) (12 (38.7%)| 31 (29.5%) 64 (33.5%)
w5 0(C 0%) 1 (20%) | 2 (16.7%) |19 (61.3%) | 105 (77.2%) 127 (66.5%)
B 7 (100%) | 5 (100%) |12 ( 100%) (31 ( 100%) | 136 ( 100%) 191 ( 100%)
X5 F (F#) %3 153
THRHLD/ THWD
—— 55 WA
120.0%
100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0% S—
20.0%
0.0%
% K ) % o
K.l K K Gl %QQ
ﬁgf’ & & o N
& \jbq’ \fo"’ @% qu‘
(3-6) ZFTLOVORIACBIESADTHVON " ZADH-T, BHRIEATEONS, ([%

ks A7) A])

LOFH T TIRZADTBV, ([A00EbD])

DBEALARDBEHED—ANTTA, FRFLEHICHRZELDIVE L, ZADTFA VS
POHEETT, ([FE2EOMELEIT] M2 W72011994)

FEAT, TRDED & o TR L TH A B D7 5720 (TFIER] A FAE2000)
FISHFIC A2 H206,. COTHEETHHZTLINALEZVWAEIHEHTH S, ([EF
FED X v —T] FHH#2001)

(3-17)
(3-8)

(3-9)
(3-10)

® Rk (X) DiFs
SEAIERICEI L TlE, AT AN (Y) 12 oTW - liTHhINIEICHEMLEL TS L, o - kTdHh
NIEITEZ L 1ZIZRA%EOVEICH DT, BANZ A TELLIIHEELET (Wb ]| MRS\,
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—IE» SBRICBIT BN BRI E LT— (B I P i)
KT RBMEkI H5 W5
BIIE~1925 | 1926~1945 | 1946~1965 | 1966~1998 W?Q% i
(Ls)
Hb |2 (66.7%) 0 3 (42.9%) | 4 (25.0%)| 3 ( 5.3%) 12 (14.5%)
W5 1 (33.3%) 0 4 (57.1%) [12 (75.0%)| 54 (94.7%) 71 (85.5%)
i 3 (100%) 0 7 (1100%) |16 ( 100%)| 57 ( 100%) | 83 ( 100%)
M6 Bz Hd WD
REBEHERH D B
——5H5 A
100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
0.0%
o) ) » G o)
\’ojb ‘\,o"h ‘\,0‘8) ‘\vo"q’ ‘bQQ
ﬂ{aﬁ g & g i
® \/q‘l» N%t» \o‘}% \/oj\
(3-11) AT DMBE 2D o 700 ([HEFFIE] =iHiFEF1968)
(3 -12) IERIZIEZAIA S, ([THE Ao BAERE] ST 5B 1998)
(3 -13) MR EMH., FHICHiE BN E EDITEZT. ([84) T9F 7 H2003)

P2 bOEE] 2% - v v F2004)

@ £-X (X) 0izs

(22 - k] IZBE L Tid,

DFEMPIEZTHT, [H 5] PMEHSNLHABIEP %R R>Twb,

x8 E-RXVHB LB

—TR DR D Z 9 12H5, WBOMED/2D, HFT V) I EBENVE) Lotz ([H

AME TR (5] OFHDIZ) DL o720 BHRIZBWTIE [V ]

WA ~1925 | 1926~1945 | 1946~1965 | 1966~1998 WEQ% it
(=)
b5 1 (100%) | 3 (100%) | 9 (75.0%)| 7 (36.8%)| 2 (9.5%) | 22 (37.9%)
w5 0 0 3 (25.0%) 12 (63.2%)| 21 (91.3%) | 36 (62.1%)
g 1 (100%) | 3 (100%) |12 ( 100%) |19 ( 100%)| 23 ( 100%) | 58 ( 100%)
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L2LHOANCEKEDHZLUE. D LIEHDOANDZIENTHHIIT 2L SZHSNE W,
(IRoxH)

[H72 LICIZEAL VI DD Db, L ZEROLNVTIATH, 77 AO5MITR
whiFZEh ] (MR HE])

BTHELVENDH->TH, BIEIBKICEZEINLE, HILVIEZOROKRYITEIC
Lo THMOLEELZENMKDLTL X ) ([5k] =AK1982)

[ F LICREPCDLAL, ([77 05 V—TE] KEFER1991)

ANZIFEZ 200D EIIEBEIIZADEN VL IIZNICZADEZ M@ L2 B 250 5,
(T4EokE] )M =HB2003)

(3-15)

(3-16)

(3-17)

(3-18)
(3-19)

[Z2 - K] LT Wbl P2 vold, BUUTIEE, BIHBIAR I H O REI X - TRIZLT
25DTHYN, TNETNEEZFRH AL LTHEEL TS E W) BilDSHEW 25 TIERWES

) o

® ZA-ZBAN (X) ODFE

[N - BAN] OWa, WREDREEAOMS £ Tid, HEIEE LTEEIZA B, [H5] Off
ML LA LNz, Ll 1965FEHZHRIZ [HE] & [WEH ] OFMHEAFERL TWb, Lk
BRIZE-TIE [H5] OFHIEIRL . REEBH V2] Z2HHTL L) IR >T0b,

K9 BA-BADPHB W53

BIi6~1925 | 1926~1945 | 1946~1965 | 1966~1998 1971~2;005 Al
(DinE)
H5b 4 (100%) |3 (75.0%) (13 (59.1%)| 3 ( 7.0%)| 0 ( 0%) 23 (20.2%)
w5 0 ( 0%) |1(25.0%) | 9 (40.9%) (40 (93.0%)| 41 (100%) 91 (79.8%)
i 4 (100%) |4 ( 100%) (22 ( 100%) [43 ( 100%)| 41 (100%) 114 ( 100%)
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M8 TN -BAVHZ V5B

BZAN-TBABRDHDL D
——H5 AW
120.0%

100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
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(3-20) [RICIZBAD DS | (T#FE])

(3 =21 FINCEHEDPBASCLS LW EiZbh o720 TTH, TREBHEREI 2, Eo &
LAVWDTY, ([MHEM] AAREER1957)

(3-22) [TEANCHEBVELIFTTR] (FKvB%D)

(3 -23) [ Bl FHEPMBICHFZXLEI D025 9 ] ([HInToboRHK])

(3-24) L2LFEFIICRMEMEBEOBAIT VLD FAEZLTWARWS Lu, ([HMEEE])

(BN BNl O [H2] V5] OMAKOEEL BROBREDEEND L L) ICEDRL,
DRI BERZOIEINC [BA] 2o TREW 2L GO THEZ AT E(E L, 221
FHRMMOFBEAZTA L TWD &V BRI TW20TIRZWES I B LA L, S TIRER
ICZ OB TR [FA - AL I L Tid. B M s s LCHS TARE
VTTWT, EWIZFASFOEH#OD LIZHILENEL D, EEH A L) Bk 20,
(W2 | OFANEBI > TEEEZONDESL ),

ZOXHITTEN-ZBALCHLTE BRTRIEEAL [WE] MEHER TV SO LT,
(%2 - K112k [H 2] PERIHHENTOEEARH LI LD, (D] [WbH ] OMEAICHEL
T HMBEBRPRELRER Lo TVELEWVZ H725 9,

3—3 F&o

Dby BRI SBURIC W2 2 K BEAEM 2 204E 2 L X T TAE &I S b Ao
BfRe (2] [VE] OMHOBREFERT LKLz, £2, K2 7Tld,. AOFTEEZRIT 2
Yitr, BBV TIR [H54] BRELD S [WE ] BXOE ) P INTHEH SR TwDE 2 E2RL
TWwae L2l [Wa] i3bed LidZHFATH Y, BEEHFATH L, €D, [WiH ] OFAK
PEEZFH TZORBIHFLET LI ET ] 1225 TwEDTH- T, THRIEFRLTITEE
DAL TYS] LW ) EPRHICH ENZRTE RV, 202 EnHd, BLLLI4HK, AD
IiEzdobIHER [TAPVE] BADPTERE LTI ETHAL ),

MAEBEENA SIS ANDOZHHONHBRIZE ST, [H5] Wb ] OfHPERIZE > THREZ 5
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TW2DIEHL2THZH, BISED o, [3E - k) [ TEBA - BAITIE. FRiCiE
ENE [HoH] 6 [WE] NOHHOBITVRALNS, LAL. [F] IZBLTIZMENC [V5]
OFHDPBEML T025, 2N TdhB [H25] OFHAMNL YR v, Tt [F1 v

DIFFHRAGOBELBIIAFHETH L7290, [THHL] OHBILEL ALNLZDTHAS I,

WHBRIZBWT, AN RFETH Y. HOBGOFIEICHED LN EFIETH S [H] & 7
EDOERDVOR [WE ] BB L IfibhTwd, FEC, Wikl i2BwTd (W3]
BROMEHAZ v, 2F 0, [H] L [Webllitk] &, pra#® (Y) BHAORBELBIIAHETH D,
HARAOFERE LTI, BRI 2R, HE5WIE I LT [ArE ] o< %o
Ty BRWBEKIZ BT [HD] ORBEADPL 220 TEEVRLEDIRS,

—Jiv TN BN O81E Tvwa ] OFHPIEFICHEINL T T, BT [H 5] OfHF
AT LA ) WEERRITH 5. TNIBIHBREFHATOU RV, BN EONRWEA -
BN FZENETNOBELZL > THEL TV SE0HTHA A9,

ZOXIIMHEHENLEHERD AL D 2 I ST ANV NI LTS S Lid, (1982
157) IZBRHENTWE, BTAIRELTIE (5] [Wa] OWGIRHEDIEoE ) LTnihnk
WHAZLERETHI LI RDEHH, 2F 0. NOFAEX BT L6, BBV TH 5]
BREDD W2 ] BROEFIDPHFIRTHHENRTWEILIZRY), BZEOLE5H. NOE%EH
LLITHER [APVD | BREMHTLIENELIZEL RBEAH EEbNS,

MOEEIZBNTYH, TAYORAZ I PO —LVTELDTELZVRICEST, ZOAEZH5
by RBEADSR R L 5EN D5,

R RA—F 2 (1990) [2X2&, NTIAFETIZTY (FifH) oX Baw) ] 2H5b7

CIROA - (BRM, arta—vdY) @0 - CERMMBMIE, 2> ha—v
L) Bd b,

DA -f
AEBEDVPTAET A0 Lewrzeay b a—V$ 52 EBRTEA56 T, [t REE /% k4E,
e AR B OYE

ka' u keiki kau wahine
Mo FLd birlen HWIA
@ 0 -Fifi

MIAEBOELETI Y ba— DV TE ROV RBIZRLHB X D F72d 0, LRI E, BT %
I Hho7b o [HWH. &l FRREHZESFICOTD0]
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