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for International Students

MIY AZAKI Kiyono

Abstract

The “Human Library”, started in Denmark in the year 2000, has emerged as a leading global method to
reduce prejudices and encourage understanding in international communities, through dialogue and
interaction.

This paper reports on the application of “Human Library” activities in a Japanese-language learning
course for international students with a focus on developing skills in four areas: 1) setting aside one’s own
knowledge, experience, and stereotypes to listen to and comprehend another’s speech, 2) accepting diversity
and thinking from the perspectives of multiple individuals, 3) using an understanding of others in order to
reflect upon and identify issues within one’s own culture, and 4) expressing one’s opinion while considering

the positions of others.
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Since the day | lost my leg in an accident...l came to understand
the meaning of being handicapped. Difficulties and trouble,
various feelings...I will relate you my way of thinking and living,
and will answer to each single question you may have.

1 |Person with artificial leg |From the day | lost my leg

| have been suffering from Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia since
| was a little kid. | am sure an intractable disease is something

Intractable Disease? ) most people do not want to suffer from, but let me tell you the
2 . Yet | am alive! . . . h
What? Disease? life of someone who is actually suffering from one. | will use
easy words only, and do not hesitate to ask anything you want.
Let us enjoy!

| rejected myself in my adolescence. My mind got progressively
unbalanced, and | was forced to leave my hometown in order to
find myself, at the age of 25. But the world | jumped into was a
sensibly different world. | somehow survived, getting absorbed
Ex Pub Dancer . . )
3 (Transvestite) Live as oneself |n. my new life. Then the golden age camg fo.r me, when | .
discovered the joy of acting. My way of thinking changed during
my thirties, when | moved from actor to director. | will be glad to
relate you my extraordinary story, though | was looking for an
ordinary one...
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