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Reading Astronomical Phenomena in The Peterborough Chronicle
(Comets and Other Celestial Matter)

mo5

Abstracts

L]

King Alfred (8497 - 899) ordered a complilation of chronicles out of which seven manuscripts survive.

The Peterborough Chronicle recorded what happened in England from A.D. 1 to A.D. 1154. Early people

were interested in astronomical phenomena, and they regarded them as ill omens. In this paper, I have listed

the descriptions of comets and other celestial matter and tried to explain the feeling of early people towards

astronomical phenomena. I have also quoted from various sources to show the still-enduring beliefs as

described in the Peterborough Chronicle. Almost all the descriptions of comets and other celestial matter had

something to do with ill omens.
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2 — 1. Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889)
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--- Iam like a slip of comet,
Scarce worth discovery, in some corner seen
Bridging the slender difference of two stars,
Come out of space, or suddenly engender’d
By heady elements, for no man knows:
But when she sights the sun she grows and sizes
And spins her skirts out, while her central star
Shakes its cocooning mists; and so she comes
To fields of light; millions of traveling rays
Pierce her; she hangs upon the flame-cased sun,
And sucks the light as full as Gideon’s fleece:
But then her tether calls her; she falls off,
And as she dwindles shreds her smock of gold
Amidst the sistering planets, till she comes

To single Saturn, last and solitary;
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And then goes out into the cavernous dark.
So I go out: my little sweet is done:
I have drawn heat from this contagious sun:

To not ungentle death now forth I run.

2 — 2. Tove Mrika Jansson (1914-2001)

T4 RDT 7 2 FV—ER, b—~-
YU TA—IHR0ER) TEEDHE
IHTCTREBEETDHL—IVAREFHNTNS,

Moomintroll took the cup of coffee that
Snufkin had given him, sat down, and proceeded to
tell them everything that the Muskrat had said.

“And then I asked pappa if comets were dangerous,”
he went on, “and pappa said that they were. That
they rushed about like mad things in the black
empty space beyond the sky trailing a flaming tail
behind them. All the other stars keep to their

courses, and go along just like trains on their rails,

but comets can go absolutely anywhere; they pop up

here and there wherever you least expect them.”

2

“Like me,” said Snufkin, laughing. “They
must be sky-tramps!”

Moomintroll looked disapprovingly at him. ”
It’s nothing to laugh at,” he said. “It would be a
terrible thing if a comet hit the earth.”

“What would happen then?” whispered Sniff.

“Everything would explode,” said Moomintroll,
gloomily.

There was a long silence.

Then Snufkin said slowly: “It would be awful
if the earth exploded. It’s so beautiful.”

“And what about us?” said Sniff.

But Moomintroll felt much braver now he had
shared the secret with the others. He drew himself
up and said: “That’s why we are going to look for
the Observatory on the Lonely Mountains. They’ve
got the biggest telescope in the world there, and we
shall be able to find out if the comet is going to hit

the earth or not.” ™
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Her ateowede cometa se steorra on Auguste 5 scan
-iii- mondas @lce morgen swilce sunne beam 4
Wilferd biscop was adrifen of his biscop dome
fram Ecferde cininge 7 man gehalgode -ii- biscopas
on his stal Bosan to Derum + Eatan to Beornicum 7
man gehalgode Lindiswarum to biscope Eadhed se

wes on Lindissi @rost biscopa.

Here the star comet appeared in August, and every
morning for 3 months shone like a sunbeam. And
Bishop Wilfrid was driven out of his bishopric by
King Ecgfrith, and they consecrated 2 bishops in his
stead, Bosa to Deira and Eata to Bernicia. And they
consecrated Eadhed bishop to the inhabitants of

Lidsey: he was the first of the bishops in Lindsey.

975 4

And her Eadward Eadgares sunu feng to rice. 4
pa sona on pam ilcan geare on herfeste &te‘o’wde
cometa se steorrra. -j com pa on pam eaftran geare
swide mycel hungor. 7 swyde manig fealde styrunga

geond Angel cyn.



EE ) SN

L 10

And here Edward, Edgar’s son, succeeded to the
kingdom; and then immediately in harvest-time in
that same year, the star comet appeared, and then
in the following year came a very great famine and
very manifold disturbances throughout the English

race.

995 4£
Her on pissum geare ®teowde cometa se steorra. 4

Siric arch fordferde.

Here in this year the star comet appeared; and

Archbishop Sigeric passed away.

1097 4

Her on pison geare weas se cyng Willelm to Xpes
massan on Normandig 7 pa togeanes Eastron
hider to lande for for pam he pohte his hired on
Winceastre to healdenne ac he weard purh weder gel
¢t oddet Eastre &fen p he up com @rost @t Arundel
7 forbi his hired &t Windlesoran heold.

Da uppon sce Michaeles messan -iiiio No. Octobr,
@tywde dn selcud steorra on &fen scynende - sona
to setle gangende. He was gesewen sudweast 7 se
leoma pe him ofstéd wes swide lang gepuht sudeast
scinende ] forneah ealle pa wucan on pas wisan

@tywde. Manige men leton } hit cometa were.

Here in this year [1096] the king William was in
Normandy at Christmas, and then towards Easter
went here to this land, because he thought to hold
his court in Winchester; but he was hindered by bad
weather until Easter ever, so that he came up first at
Aurundel, and therefore held his court at Windsor.

Then after Michaelmas, on 4 October, a strange star
appeared, shining in the evening and soon going to
rest. It was seen in the south-west, and the ray that

stood from it shining south-east seemed to be very

long, and appeared in this way well-night all the

week. Many men considered it was a comet.

1110 4

Dises geares sende se cyng to foran lengtene his dohter
mid menig fealdan madman ofer s - hi pam Casere
forgeaf. On pare fiftan nihte on Maies monde
ztywde se mona on @fen beorhte scinende 7 syddan
litlan 4 litlan his leohte wanode swa } he sona nihtes
to pam swide mid ealle acwanc $ naper ne leohte
ne treendel ne nan ping mid ealle of him wees ges@wen 5
swa purh wunode fullneah 0% dag - sydpan full 4
beorhte scinende @tywde he was pas ylcan
deges feowertyne nihta eald. ealle pa niht waes seo
lyft swide clene 7 pa steorran ofer eall pa heofon
swide beorhte scinende. + tr‘e’ow wastmas wurdon
pare nihte purh forste swide for numene. Der &fter
on Iunies monde ®tywde an steorra nordan eastan
7 his leoma stod to foran him on pet sudwest 5 pus
manega niht waes gesewen 7 furdor nihtes syddan
he ufor astah he wees gesewen on b£c on p nordwest

gangende.

[1109] This year, before spring, the king sent his
daughter across the sea with manifold treasures, and
gave her to the emperor. On the fifth night in the
month of May the moon appeared in the evening
shining brightly, and afterwards its light waned
little by little so that as soon as it was night it was
so wholly quenched that neither light nor circle nor
anything of it at all was seen; and remained thus
well-night until day and afterwards appeared full
and shining brightly; that same day it was a fortnight
old. All that night the sky was very clear and the
stars over all the heaven shining very brightly. And
tree-crops were badly seized by frost that night.
After that, in the month of June, a star appeared in

the north-east, and its ray stood out in front of it to
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the south-west, and was seen thus for many nights;
and later on in the night, after it climbed higher, it

was seen going away to the north-west.
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3. 1. Hans Christian Andersen (1805-1875)
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3—4—1. 744 FDOWHNE

744. Her Danie ges®t on Wintan ca&stre j
Un[ferd] feng to b dome. 7 steorran foran
swyde scotienda -] Wilferd seo iunga se wees
on Eoferwic fordferde on -iii- kt Mai se was

-XXX- wintra biscop.

Here Daniel retired in Winchester, and
Unferth succeeded to the bishopric. And

there were many shooting stars. And Wilfrid

the Young, who was bishop in York, passed

away on 29 April: he was bishop 30 years.

3—4—-2. 774, FOTFRAARED
ZEI

774. Her Nordhymbra fordrifon heora cining
Albred of Eoferwic on Eastertid 7 genamon
Adelred Molles sunu heom to hlaforde 7 se

rixade -iii- gear 7 men gesegon read Cristes

mel on heofenum #fter sunnan setlan gange

on by geare gefuhton Myrce 7 Cantwara
&t Ottanforda § wundorlice nedran weron

geseogene on Sudseaxna lande.

Here the Northumbrians drove out their king
Alhred from York at Eastertide, and took

Aethelred, son of Moll, as their lord, and he

ruled 4 years. And [776] men saw a red sign

of Christ in the heavens after the sun’s setting.
In that year the Mercians and the inhabitants of
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Kent fought at Otford; and snakes were seen

extraordinarily in the land of the South Saxon.

3—4—-3. 71934 —HY > TUYFTITKER

793.

<HENE D

Her waron rede forebecna cumene ofer

Nordanhymbra land 7 $ folc earmlice

bregdon: p waron ormete lig rescas 4

waron geseowene fyrene dracan on pam
lyfte fleogende pam tacnum sona fyligde

mycel hunger 7 litel &fter pam pees ilcan
geares on -vi- idus Ianr earmlice hedenra
manna hergung adiligode Godes cyrican in
Lindisfarena ee purh reaflac 7 man sleht 4

Sicga fordferde on vii‘i’ k Mr.

Here terrible portents came about over

the land of Northumbria, and miserably

frightened the people: these were immense
flashes of lightning, and fiery dragons

were seen flying in the air. A great famine

immediately followed these signs; and a
little after that in the same year on 8 January
the raiding of heathen men miserably
devastated God’s church in Lindisfarne
island by looting and slaughter. And Sicga

passed away on 22 February.
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1095 On pisum geare wazron Eastron on -viiio-

k Apr 7 pa upon Eastron on sce Ambrosius
masse niht p is ii- NO Apr was gesewen
forneah ofer eall pis land swilce forneah
calle pa niht swide meeni fealdlice steorran
of heofenan feollan naht be anan 0dde twam
ac swa piclice b hit nan mann ateallan ne

mihte.

In this year Easter was on 25 March. And
then after Easter on the eve of the Feast of
St Ambrose, that is 4 April, well-night al
over this land and well-night all the night,

manifold stars were seen to fall from heaven

not by ones or twos, but so thickly that

nobody could reckon it.

1833F11H13E RO L LERERDETF
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3—4—5. 10990 L@ EHA

1099 Dises geares eac on sce Martines masse deg

asprang up to pan swide sa& flod - swa mycel
to hearme gedyde swa nan man ne gemunet

P hit efre @ror dyde 7 was das ylcan deges

luna prima.

Also this year, on the Feast of Martin the tide

rose so strongly and did so much damage as
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no-one remembered it ever did before; and

there was a new moon on the same day.

3—4—-6. 1104 FICRALKREONE

1104 Dises geares was se forma Pentecostes deg

on No ‘Iun’. 7 on pam Tiwas dege onbutan

par @fter etywdan feower circulas to pam

mid deege onbutan pazre sunnan whites hiwes
&lc under odran gebroiden swylce hi gemette

wearon. Eale pe hit gesawon wundredon

forpan hi nzfre @r swilce ne gemundon.

In this year the first day of Pentecost was
on 5 June, and on the Tuesday after that

at midday there appeared four circles

around the sun, white in colour, and each

intertwined under the other as if they were
plaited. All who saw it marveled because

they did not remember anything like it ever

before.

3—4—-7. 1106 FICRAABREREL

DDH

1106 On pzre forman lengten wucan on pone

Frige deeg “-i- xiiii k Mr’ on &fen ®tywde dn

ungewunelic steorra - lange stunde peer &fter

wes @xlce ®fen gesewen hwile scinende. Se

steorra ®tywde innon p sudwest he wes
litel gepuht and deorc ac se leoma pe him
fram stod wes swide beorht 7 swukce orm
&te beam gepuht nordeast scinende - sumne
efen was gesewen swilce se beam ongean
weardes wid pes seorran ward fyrcliende
ware. Gehwylce s&don p hig ma on pison
timon un cudrasteorra gesawon ac we hit
openlicor ne awriton forpam pe we hit sylfe
ne sawon. On pa niht pe on morgen was

Cena Dni } is se Punres deg oforan Eastran

—101—

Wa&ron gesewen twegen monan on L&ere

heofonan toforan pam dsge ober be eastan

7 se oder be westan begen fulle 5 pas ylcan

deges waes se mona Xiiii.

In the first week of Lent, on the Friday, 16

February, an unusual star appeared in the

evening, and for a long period after that was
seen shining for a while each evening. The

star appeared in the south-west; it seemed
to be small and dark, but the light that stood
from it was very bright and seemed like
an enormous beam shining north-east; and
one evening it was seen as if the beam were
forking in the opposite direction, towards the
star. Some said that they saw more unknown
stars at this time, but we cannot write about
it more clearly because we did not see it
ourselves. On the night before the morning
of The Lord’s Supper, that is the Thursday
before Easter, two moons were seen in the

heavens before day, one to the east and the

other to the west, both full; and the same day

the moon was 14 days old.

3—4-8. 1107 %, HOHONXJK

1107 Manege szdon pet hi on pam monan pyses

geares mistlice tacna gesawon 4 ongean

cynde his leoman wexende - waniende.

Many said that they saw various signs in

the moon this year, and its light waxing and

waning contrary to nature.

3—4—-9. 1110 FE. TbHo7=E HE

1110  Dises geares sende se cyng to foran lengtene

his dohter mid manig fealdan madman ofer

s 7 hi pam Casere forgeaf. On pere fiftan
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nihte on Maies monde @tywde se mona on
&fen beorhte scinende 7 syddan litlan 7 litlan
his leohte wanode swa p he sona nihtes
to pam swide mid ealle acwanc $ naper ne
leohte ne treendel ne nan ping mid ealle
of him was gesewen - swa purh wunode
fullneah 0% dag 7 sydpan full ; beorhte
scinende ®tywde he weas pas ylcan deges
feowertyne nihta eald. ealle pa niht was
seo lyft swide clene 7 pa steorran ofer eall
pa heofon swide beorhte scinende. - tr'e’ow
wastmas wurdon pare nihte purh forste

swide for numene. Der &fter on Iunies

monde &tywde an steorra nordan eastan 4
his leoma stod to foran him on pet sudwest

7. pbus manega niht was gesewen 7 furdor

nihtes syddan he ufor astah he was gesewen

on b#c on h nordwest gangende.

This year, before spring, the king sent his
daughter across the sea with manifold
treasures, and gave her to the emperor. On
the fifth night in the month of May the moon
appeared in the evening shining brightly, and
afterwards its light waned little by little so
that as soon as it was night it was so wholly
quenched that neither light nor circle nor
anything of it at all was seen; and remained
thus well-night until day and afterwards
appeared full and shining brightly; that same
day it was a fortnight old. All that night
the sky was very clear and the stars over
all the heaven shining very brightly.. And
tree-crops were badly seized by frost that
night. After that, in the month of June, a star

appeared in the north-east, and its ray stood

out in front of it to the south-west, and was

seen thus for many nights: and later on in
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the night, after it climbed higher, it was seen

going away to the north-west.

3—4—10. 1114 5FE £bo /=2, #. ZU&A

1114 Dises geares on &fteward Mai was gesewen

an selcud steorra mid langan leoman manega

niht scinende. Eac on pis ylcan geare waes swa
mycel ebba 2ghwar anes deges swa nan man
@ror ne gemunde - swa p man ferde ridende 7
gangende ofer Teemese be eastan peere brigge
on Lunden. Dises geares weeron swide mycele
windas on Octobr monde ac he waes or m
@te mycel on pa niht Octab sci Martini 7§ p

gehwear on wudan 7 on tunan gecydde.

This year, towards the end of May, a strange
star was seen shining with long rays for
many nights. Also in this same year one day
there was so great an ebb-tide everywhere
so no-one remembered before, and such that
men traveled across the Thames to the east of
the bridge in London by riding and walking.
This year there were very great winds in the
month of October, but immeasurably great
on the night of the octave of St martin, and
it was evident everywhere in woods and

villages.

3—4—11. 1122 FQ5RA, KR,

TRK, ZEORERBIS

1122 45 par ®fter pe Tywesdzi &fter Palmes

Sunendi was swide micel wind on p dei -xi-
k Apr. Per fter comen feale tacne wide

hwear on Englaland - geole dwild wearen

geseogen 7 geheord 7 pes niht -viii- k

AVG’ wes swide micel eorddyne ofer eal

Sumersetescire 7 on Gleawecestrescire.
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Si##on on pas dei -vi- idus Sept’ pet
was ‘on’ sce Marig¢ messe dei pa wear#
swi#e mycel wind fram pa undern dies to

pa swarte nihte.

And after that, the Tuesday after Palm
Sunday there was a great wind on that day,
22 March; after that many signs came far

and wide in England, and many illusions

were seen and heard.

And the night of 25 July there was a very
great earthquake over all Somersetshire and
in Gloucestershire. Afterwards on the day
of 8 September, that was on the Feast of St
Mary, there occurred a great wind from 9

a.m. in the morning of the day until dark

night.
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3—4—12. 1131FEDZEOFERER L5

1131

Dis gear ®fter Cristesmesse on an Mone niht

t pe forme slep waes se heouene o#e nor#

half eall swilc hit ware bernende fir. swa $
ealle #e hit seegon waron swa of fered swa hi
nafre r ne weron $ ealle #e hit seegon waron
swa of fered swa hi nefre &r ne weron $ wes
on iii Idus Ianr. Pes ilces geares wees swa micel
o‘r’fcwalm swa hit nefre &r ne waes on manne
gemynd ofer eall Engleland $ wes on nzt & on

swin swa $ on pa tun pa wes tenn ploges o#fer

twelfe gangende ne belef peer noht an & se man
pa heafde twa hundred o#pe Ore hundred swin ne
beleaf him noht an. Per @fter swulten pa henne
fugeles pa scyrte #a flesc mete & se ceose & se
butere. God hit bete pa his wille be#.

This year after Christmas [1130], on Sunday
night at the first sleep, the heaven on the
north side was all as if it were a burning
fire, so that all who saw it were more afraid
than they ever were before; that was on 11
January.This same year there was as great
a pestilence among livestock as anyone
remembered before over the whole of
England; that was among cattle and among
pigs so that in the village where ten or
twelve ploughs were going not one remained
there, and the man that had two or three
hundred pigs had not one left. After that the
hens died, then the meat and the cheese and
the butter were short. May god improve it

when it is His will!

ii

vi
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