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Abstract

Just 400 years ago, Cervantes presented the first part of Don Quijote. He was, at the same
time, also very much interested in drama. At the beginning, he bantered, criticized and severely
blamed the "New Comedy" (Nueva Comedia) of Lope de Vega and other dramatists. However, as
the "New Comedy" conquered the stages all over Spain while his own written "Old" comedy was
disregarded, he hastily retired from the drama circles. When, in his closing years, he decided to
return to the world of lyrics, he got closer to the drama writing techniques of the Lope style,
imitated and wrote plays using "New Comedy" techniques. So, his Ocho comedias y ocho entreme
ses (1615) were born.

The aim of this paper is to investigate how much did in fact Cervantes make use of the
techniques of the "New Comedy" and how much did he stick to his own techniques. For this
purpose we will analyze his La Entretenida, one of the above mentioned plays, from the following

different points: 1) drama structure, 2) poetic style and 3) casting characters, intending to clarify

his real dramaturgy.
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