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Abstract

In this paper, we consider some problems in the practice of social development, taken some

cases from my field experiences and some other cases from an anthropological study of development.

In Indonesia and India, like the other developing countries, both foreign and local NGOs have

been playing an important role in the area of social development. In one case, it is shown that a

Japanese NGO and some local NGOs have been cooperating to improve the lives of the urban

poor and the rural dwellers in Indonesia. And in another case, a local NGO of India has been

showing a significant part in the wide range of activities in social development. When they tackle

their tasks, some problems are found within their practices. We try to make a brief description

of them, compare with another anthropological case study of social development, and want to

get some lessons from them for the betterment of our local practice in a global society.
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