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A Companion to Canterbury

KASHIMA Takumi

Abstract

Geoffrey Chaucer, who is often called “Father of the English Poetry,” was born and brought up in London. The
family were merchants in Ipswich but his grandfather and father were London vintners. Chaucer had multiple
facets not only as an author or a poet, but also as a bureaucrat and a diplomat. His Canterbury Tales is a
collection of stories told by fictional pilgrims on the road to the cathedral at Canterbury. At the beginning of his
Canterbury Tales, he introduces 30 pilgrims. In this paper, the author collected materials which enable readers

to understand Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, especially ‘General Prologue.’
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From a humble page, the wine merchant’s son had progressed through the various stages of a young
gentleman at court, making himself both useful and popular. ... Chaucer had gone on campaign several
times, been ransomed once, and studied enough law for any official appointment he might get. He also
possessed one other talent: he could turn a pretty verse in French to please a lady or celebrate a great event.
Lately, he had even experimented by rendering some verses into the Frenchified version of English spoken
at the court — a daring novelty that the royal circle found charming. He had been included in a diplomatic
mission, to broaden his experience. And a little while ago he had also received another significant reward.
In the large and sophisticated court of King Edward III, it had become usual to find aristocratic wives
for rising young courtier from the middle classes, and Chaucer, the popular wine merchant’s son, had been
favoured with the daughter of a Flemish knight. “Yet doesn’t the fellow have the devil’s own luck?” Bull

had cried happily. For Chaucer’s amazing good fortune was that his wife’s sister, Katherine Swynford, was
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the acknowledged mistress of no less a person than King Edward’s younger son, John of Gaunt.

There were numerous royal son, all handsome fellows who sported the long, drooping moustaches that
were fashionable. If John of Gaunt was shorter and broader than his heroic brother the Black Prince, he
was still an impressive figure, and almost certainly more intelligent. By his first marriage he had secured
the vast estates of the dukedom of Lancaster; by his second, to a Spanish princess, a claim to the throne of
Castile. But his real love, to whom he was as quietly devoted as any husband, was Katherine. Geoffrey

Chaucer therefore had married into the outskirts of the Plantagenet royal house'.
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Swan Upping
Starts: London Bridge (Temple Stairs)09:00-09:30. Ownership of the swans on the Thames is divided
between the Dyers Company, the Vintners Company and the Sovereign. Each July a census of the swans

on the reaches up to Henley is taken, and the cygnets are branded by nicking their beaks. No fixed date®.

TLAXNCECARBIEERELROYERGE T A 2 EHEaNE L TED., ZNTNOFE ZiEN
W5-HDICHEDLS BIXLICHIZ DT 21TENE I TON S, 2008 41X 7 H 14 H» 5 18 HITH
TNz,

http://www.thamesweb.co.uk/windsor/windsor1999/upping.html TIZFEH LA &HIC K> TR S B
WLOHIREZR D ZENTES, O R2OT7 v/)N— - FLAXBEOIZHDT1 VHEHE " OLBIC
EHEER NN TN D,

' Edward Rutherfurd London pp. 442-443 The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997
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Whan that Aprill, with his shoures soote

The droghte of March hath perced to the roote,
And bathed every veyne in swich licour

Of which vertu engendred is the flour;

Whan Zephirus eek with his swete breeth
Inspired hath in every holt and heath

The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne
Hath in the Ram his half cours yronne,

And smale foweles maken melodye,

That slepen al the nyght with open ye

(So priketh hem nature in hir corages),
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages,
And palmeres for to seken straunge strondes,
To ferne halwes, kowthe in sondry londes;
And specially from every shires ende

Of Engelond to Caunturbury they wende,
The hooly blisful martir for the seke,

That hem hath holpen, whan that they were seeke.”
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March: Third month, associated with cold winds:

April: Fourth month, noted for alternation of sunshine & showers:"
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HOMAS A BECKET (i

WAS BORN
IN A HOUSE
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4., RPIFES (Tabard Inn)
19 Bifil that in that seson on a day,
20 In Southwerk at the Tabard as I lay
21 Redy to wenden on my pilgrymage

22 To Caunterbury with ful devout corage,

" P.O.D. sixth edition 1978

® The murder of Archbishop Thomas Becket took place before the altar of Canterbury Cathedral, at vespers on 29 December
in the year of Our Lord 1170. Monastic historians, who at that date reckoned the new year from Christmas Day, often give
the year as 1171. The details remain ambiguous. Edward Rutherfurd London p.316, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997
P HHE WEE T2 AFUROEROIBAEL pp.18-20 BEx % 1986
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At nyght was come into that hostelrye
Wel nyne and twenty in a compaignye

Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle

In felaweshipe, and pilgrimes were they alle,

That toward Caunterbury wolden ryde.

The chambres and the stables weren wyde,

And wel we weren esed atte beste.

And shortly, whan the sonne was to reste,

So hadde I spoken with hem everichon
That I was of hir felaweshipe anon,
And made forward erly for to ryse,

To take oure wey ther as I yow devyse.
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The pilgrims enjov a boar’s head, a fowl and a pitcher of wine.

10

They who are disposed to believe the pilgrimage to have been real, and to have happened in 1383, may support their

opinion by the following inscription, which is still to be read upon the inn, now called the Talbot, in Southwark: “This is the

Inn where Sir Jeffrey Chaucer and the twenty-nine Pilgrims lodged in their journey to Canterbury, Annon 1383.” (Thomas

Tyrwhitte The Canterbury Tales London: G Routledge & Co., 1857, p.2)

11

Caxton’s second edition of Chaucer’s Canterbury tales.

Nevill Coghill The Canterbury Tales, p. 27 Century Hutchinson, London 1986 This woodcut is originally from William
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'2 Ppeter Haydon The English Pub A History p.34 Robert Hale, 1994
% Peter Haydon op. cit. p.37 Robert Hale, 1994
' Peter Haydon op. cit. p. 330 Robert Hale, 1994
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From thence towards London bridge on the same side, be many fayre Innes, for receipt of trauellers,
by these signes, the Spurre, Christopher, Bull, Queenes head, Tabarde, George, Hart, Kinges Head, &c.
Amongst the which, the most auncient is the Tabard, so called of the signe, which as we now tearme it,
is of a lacquit, or sleeuelesse coat, whole before, open on both sides, with a square coller, winged at the
shoulders: a stately garment of old time, commonly worne of Noble men and others, both at home and
abroad in the warres, but then (to swit in the warres) their Armes embroidered, or otherwise depict vpon
them, that euery man by his coate of Armes might be knowne from others: but now these Tabardes are
onely worne by the Heraulds, and be called their coates of Armes in seruice: for the Inne of the Tabard,

Geffrey Chaucer Esquire, the most famous Poet of England, in commendation thereof writeth thus."®
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'S http://www.pubs.com/pub_details.cfm?ID=187 3% 3 1T1% 1383 FE & VI EBNR 5N S A8, BIFETIE 1388 4F
M E 2> T 5B,

' Peter Haydon The English Pub A History pp.33-34 Robert Hale, 1994

' H.B.Wheatley (ed) Stow’s Survey of London p.62, Everyman’s Library JM.Dent & Sons 1965 FRCZEFIIFIH W& 1> +
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790 Lordynges, quod he, now herkneth for the beste,
791 But taak it nought, I prey yow, in desdeyn.
792 This is the poynt, to speken short and pleyn,

793 That ech of yow, to shorte with oure weye,

9 H.B.Wheatley (ed.) Stow’s Survey of London p. xv Everyman’s Library 1965

" Derek Hudson Munby Man of two Worlds The Life and Diaries of Arthur F. Munby 1828-1919  p. 266-267 John Murray,
1972

2 “travail” |, “travel” SFIBISHE (RAEFEY) THEEEFREH pp. 1457-1458 BFgetl: 1997
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794 In this viage shal telle tales tweye,

795 To Caunterburyward I mene it so,

796 And homward he shal tellen othere two,

797 Of aventures that whilom han bifalle.

798 And which of yow that bereth hym best of alle-
799 That is to seyn, that telleth in this caas

800 Tales of best sentence and moost solaas-

801 Shal have a soper at oure aller cost,

802 Heere in this place, sittynge by this post,

803 Whan that we come agayn fro Caunterbury.
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‘Route of Canterbury Pilgrims

£ Canterbury .
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% Albert C. Baugh (ed.) Chaucer’s Major Poetry p.229 Prentice Hall, 1963
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* fi| 21X, Christopher Martin The Pilgrims’ Way from Winchester to Canterbury Canterbury Press, 1999

H. Belloc The Old Road Constable and Company, 1911 H [k ONETH 5.

" Christopher Martin The Pilgrims’ Way from Winchester to Canterbury pp. vi-vii Canterbury Press,1999
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8 Malvyn Bragg The Adventure of English pp.66-70 Arcade Publishing, 2003

> Chaucer’s lodgings, which came with the customs position, were delightful. They stood beside the Aldgate entrance to
the city in the eastern wall, a few hundred yards from the Tower, and they included a large and handsome room over the gate
itself, with a splendid view towards open fields down the straight old Roman road towards East Anglia. Edward Rutherfurd
London p.460, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997



E ® A K W # ¥E125

fzo TORIIRFOWST TEALT 20 2 R 2HNOHT B F 3 =8 —ZFIEN 5 R THWZITENRN,

ST AFYRADNHELRT—R - FHPT 7 —RO/pG T R O—FZ5HL2ED, FEiC
RULED L7edy, &g, Fa—d—0 Th2 XY —WiEkl 2 <0z K NITRA S50 % /4
LT, ZO/Niwa#A2IEICT S, M6THZOHMIT. BHRLFOSHERREENTLIIEE
2o Tn5, FRX 1386 DI ETHo T,

The two men had paid a visit to Bocton, where Bull’s brother had welcomed them with his family, and
it was as they rode in the warm spring sun down the Canterbury road the following morning that Chaucer
broached his idea.

“It’s an idea for a huge new work,” he explained. “I’ve written so much conventional courtly verse. But
for a long time now I’ve wanted to try something completely different. Look at all these folk we’ve been
seeing day by day in court. The yeoman, the millers, the friars, the fishwives. What if I could let them
speak, as well as the courtly folk.” He grinned. “A great big work, a huge stew, a feast.”

“But how do you make the speech of the common folk into a poem” Bull objected.

“Ah,” Chaucer cried, “I thought of that. What if each one of them told a tale, a little story like the Italian
author Boccaccio uses. As they tell the stories, they also reveal themselves. Don’t you see the neatness of
it?”

“Except that common folk don’t sit around telling stories like lazy courtiers,” Bull remarked.

“Oh, but they do,” his friend responded. “They do it when they travel together. And when do men and
women of all conditions travel together, my dear Bull? On this very road.” He laughed aloud. “Pilgrims,
Bill. Pilgrims setting out from taverns like the George or the Tabard on their way to Becket’s all together.

I shall call it the Canterbury Tales.”’
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“...aristocrats were just likely to switch to French or learned men to Latin when they conversed. And

even London English was constantly changing. “It’s changed since I was a boy,” Bull reminded his friends.

" Edward Rutherfurd London pp.526-527, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997
! Edward Rutherfurd op. cit. p.527, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997
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“I dare say my own grandchildren will hardly understand your verses. Latin is best, “Bull urged, “because
it is eternal.” Men all over Europe read and spoke it and, it could safely be assumed, would always do
so. “You are like a man,” Bull said, “throwing himself into a river and swimming when he should be
building a noble bridge of stone. Don’t let your life’s work be swept away. Leave a monument, for future
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generations.
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@D Confessio Amantis (ZRZANDER)

2 Edward Rutherfurd op. cit. p.527, The Ballantine Publishing Group, 1997



