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A Gender Study of Kayokyoku
— An Absence of the Subject for What? —

YAMAKAWA Kinya

Abstract

This paper 1s to examine the gender-representation portrayed in a variety of the lyrics(songs)
of Kayokyoku, especially without having any subject. Five hundred songs that were ranked as no.l
of the charts between 1968 and 1994 were examined for that purpose. One hundred and thirty-nine
songs of them were described with no subject, and were sung by singers. Generally songs are divided
between male-songs and female-songs by their characters. With no subject, how could we make out
that some were male-songs and the others not?

One of the findings is that sixty-two are as male-songs, seventy-five as female-songs, and two
as pending and another is that singer's gender doesn't settle male or female of the songs, but each

character does. And a few more will be given.
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