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The Idea and the Reality of Ecotourism:
In Search of Reconcilability of Conservation and Development

KOTORII Shinsuke

Abstract

In this essay we will try to examine some aspects of ecotourism from the viewpoint of reconcilability of
conservation and development.

First, a definition and development of ecotourism is shown and its characteristics are demonstrated. Eco-
tourism is a kind of tourism bound for the realization of the conservation of natural environment and the sustain-
able development. This objective gave ecotourism its unique character in comparison with other types of tour-
ism. As an example of this, an ecotour in Borneo is examined in detail.

Second, some effects and limitations of ecotourism are explicated and its possibilities and inherent prob-
lems are analyzed from the viewpoint of reconcilability of conservation and development. Ecotourism has
some advantages in the realization of this aim. Because it is basically a type of tourism, ecotourism can involve
wider social spheres than other types of conservation activities and development assistances, such as local com-
munities in developing countries, NGOs or corporations, and naturalist societies or individuals in developed
countries. On the other hand, ecotourism has some limitations because its share in the world tourism is still very
small by now. And furthermore we must say that it is essentially difficult task because of its contradictory na-
ture in the reconcilability of conservation and development. In order to realize this task, we need some time and
efforts in many ways. Nevertheless, we must say that ecotourism has great possibilities to transform unequal
structures of world tourism and make better future of global society.

At the conclusion of this essay, we will give some implications extracted from these enterprises. We should
not forget that ecotourism is as much a social movement as an economic activity, and we should make continu-

ous effort to realize that goal.
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