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Onomatopoeia and Origin of Language

SAKAMOTO Sakie

Abstract

In the history of the Philosophy of Language, onomatopoeia plays an important role. It is not so much
treated as a linguistic or grammatical category, but rather as a catchword among so-called language
naturalists, who believed that the meaning of words depends on a correlation between their sound and
what they denote, and that the sound-meaning relation is not arbitrary. As onomatopoetic words for
the most part imitate natural sounds, they are seen as the epitome of how language emerged in the
first place, the primary naming of things based on their sounds, i.e. the Adamic language of the Book of
Genesis.

My article refers extensively to Plato’'s Kratylos, Bohme's The Mysterium Magnum, Leibniz' New
Essays on Human Understanding and Herder's Treatise on the Origin of Language. 1 intend to
demonstrate how onomatopoeia, as a group of linguistic phenomena, is significant also in European

philosophy and literary studies.
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T v AGEEEREREE] SHMRE N LIS A /Y MRED ChHEmAS T — 1 v NRIZIRD o T
BT EIFEEV R v, FA VREEDAOFERICO HZA A Z L b 7245 H%OBETH S,

pE

' Ullmann, p. 81.

o i ZENENOHROMEE [ A% E | (the naturalist) . [1E#E % | (the conventionalist) & A Cv»%, Ullmann,
p.80. V¥ a— WUBOFHEFETIX. FiF GiF) OBEHREEN L OBIZLRNBFED O EPHELEL BT &, e Ok
DERITZOFFEERRNIIBU DMOFEL OBBRPLIESND 2 & SFEAERONIIRER LA OB AR I3 3E
DVBTWAEWI E D= TIE, EREOZENE (fr. arbitraire, en. arbitrariness, dt. Arbitraritiat) & M-I 2. ZiUIxf LT,
TBERERR RIS 2 S ICB W T, BREF L OBOREN MG, T2 LB HRN RSB SN D, K E
FICER L T2 EilREmIIARMARETO2MHTH L. bob b, 20 L) R AKMILE Y Ko 13, v
A= VU ASNS ZE DL IE R0 L2 LADS, 20RICA-> TS . K Ea—9 =X E 2t vk kid,
S OHED L WITEHRNZEBA, S, SHEOHRMEICOWTERL., ZOTRICBVTIZ A /< b RABEEIZ Y E1F
5%, Trabant, S. 130 u. 137. % &,

* Zedler, S. 14771,

' Heyse S.558. L LAKRZHEFELTTHY, RIIY [HDOT] PE—FTH 5,

’ Homf, Em, [#] fE%iE5 2 Lo] Sanders, S.131. N4 ¥ [FkiERF] TL1903EMICB T, ZNF TIEEH
DFEFTHol: [HBLVHELEL L] 2HA [EORM] OBEWATRIIZH LB S5, Heyse, S. 529f. % £,

b ok, CO—ROSHEROTLIE, BIEZLFLFOLELEEZRLLIENTELLDORONE V) HIZH D LIS
FUF% [79720R] Th, BRECEAOBEEY FRTIANVESAACKERT 5720, V7 77 AETFRHOE &L
IZZEDIEL & &2 FIRT DA% HFETIIHEIZ, FPWOAIFEMHICIE L ZOREEZWRZ T2 ETRT 27 T 7 20 A0
BT 2255720, V777 Ao TEOEREEETRT 5. £72. 7T M ORFTHLT A MT L RAZATRFE
L OBGRE [FE] (thesel). 2F ) ANMOZBETH D LE L. HOEMLTM ) HEamt Db DO xIFIT72,

7B HARERONLENCHES> T, AT 7 7 X AR (H. Stephanus, Platonis opera quae extant omnia, 1578) ®X— Y&
ABCDE E# B x5 I HERRICRT (BFIWEEZSH),

8 77 b . 390D-E.

*  Quintilianus, S. 231.

" Kayser, S. 98 u. 101.

XY —a 7 R=A0FEE,ISOFHILHARFEREZIL O F A Y EEOBRGETID S L7z (BE L EY SIH) . 1.
FUMCE L CIRHARERO LGNS T [V 7 F b o —F - L= a] 1SR, [RWz 2] (3 MM & L7z kT, &4
W LHIOF S EFRT,

B[R A oL EEEEEL3] . CXXIX Ho

U HREED S O HIZHAEHEB RO LRRE B/ ODO, FA ViEOL s —REEI L L2 (ZEELSR) .

o TRIMERL] 55 1 55 - 1080,

b ZOFEPSOFIHITHAERE SR LoD (BEUMELSH) . MM VRS L7z, Leibniz, S.279. 74 7=
v, 22-24H,

B I T =y VIO TH [P LTS NAZFHEICBW T, SEERIIT A1, FYOMBTIME ) BHoOEFELETFE L0
BN HEL T AIMMOBDR AT THHE G2 05727259 ERGESTWE | iR Twib, 54 7=v
v, 25H., {54,

T ZOFEPSOFIHIEHATERE BB LOOMH Lz (BELWEL SR, =V RIITIHERRISET .

B AT = ABSAETH BT EEO [EiktE] (ko 5, [EilktE] SI13mIcs > CABOREE I OZ L THD .
HLFELSFEEFRAA-VHMINCHZ 2D EE®RT S, 22 TEbTwd [EE] b FoE#Eo—BTHY .,
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L) DIRBESENLRTIRIEEZONL, ~NVY—, 183HE S,

U AN 72T A ) IRV D FEFREO MR,

2 Bz iE v "KARAWANE" (1917) %A% T#H %o “jolifanto bambla o falli bambla / groBiga m'pfa habla horem / egiga
goramen / higo bloiko russula huju / hollaka hollal / anlogo bung / blago bung / blago bung / bosso fataka/t titi (i / schampa
wulla wussa olobo / hej tatta gorem / eschige zunbada / wulubu ssubudu uluwu ssubudu / tumba ba-umf / kusagauma / ba -
umf”  ZOFTIEEDOED ERE R0,

“ Ullmann, p. 80.
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