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How Takashi Nagai Became a Catholic

KONISHI Tetsuro

Abstract

In this article, the author explores the probable causes for the conversion to Catholicism of
Takashi Nagai (1908-51), a nuclear physicist and author who was wounded in the atomic bombing of
Nagasaki in 1945.

Nagai was born and raised in a family which was affiliated with the Izumo—Taisha Shinto shrine.
In his youth, he committed himself to the study of natural science. Following his mother’'s death,

however, his interest in spirituality increased, and through reading the Pensées of Blaise Pascal he

became fascinated by Catholicism. Through his involvement in the daily life of the Catholic community
of Urakami (Nagasaki's main Catholic district), he was lead towards conversion. A direct factor in this
was undoubtedly his marriage to Midori Moriyama, an Urakami Christian at whose house Nagai had
been boarding. In this paper, the author proposes one further additional factor in Nagai's decision to

convert: namely, his mother’s death, which for him constituted a spiritual turning point.
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