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Matsumoto Seicho’'s Kuroji-no-E
His Origin of Dynamism
A Critical Biography of Matsumoto Seicho, 1958

KASHIMA Takumi

Abstract

In first half of 1958, Matsumoto Seicho wrote four short novels. They were based on an event that
actually happened. Kuroji-no-E, Tatoo on the Black Soldier’s Breast, is one of them and is based on a
massive breakout of more than 200 African-American soldiers from Camp Jono, which happened on
July 10, 1950. Some of them broke into houses, stole beer, and committed excesses. Matsumoto Seicho
lived near Camp Jono at that time but when he moved to Tokyo in 1953, nobody knew about these
events. Therefore, he made up his mind to write a novel based on the facts. To show his competence
as a novelist, I tried to collect as much evidence as possible both in Japan and in America so that

readers would reappraise Matsumoto Seicho.
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At Kokura, on June 24, 1950, the officers of the 24" Division headquarters staged a costume
party. I am slightly more than six feet tall, and that summer I weighed two hundred and ten
pounds. The black stovepipe hat of a Korean gentleman sat foolishly high on my head, and the long
robes proper to a yang-ban flopped somewhere around my knees. My wife came dressed as a well-

born Korean lady, and our double costume was a considerable success.”

Bl S13 6 H25H (H) KEHET 20D [ROF7 5 L] T=a—N) —HEZELIER
THbHITYHPNZAG. N, =7 RN (Elizabeth Gray Vining, 1902-1999) 34 FRE DR EEZNN &
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ZiH L7oR E T R B O GERENET) 255N 5.

We FIRST READ about the Korean War in the morning paper on Monday, June 26, 1950.

The headlines, when I saw them, gave me the same sick feeling of disaster as those other
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headlines down the ominous years: Japan's attack on Manchuria, Hitler's march into the Rhineland,
Mussolini's war on Ethiopia, the terms of the Munich settlement. I wondered at once if this was the

spark that would set off a third world war.”

The next day Seoul was reported as “entered” before I went to the Palace for the Empress’s
lesson, “holding” when Prince Mikasa came to my house for his lesson, and after the party which I

gave for Princess Takako, “fallen.”®

Events moved swiftly those first days. The American enlisted men whom we had seen drifting
about the Ginza disappeared overnight. The PX one day was full of naval fliers, most of them
incredibly young-looking and very sober, who disappeared in their turn. Planes were overhead
constantly and Army people began to say that this was the strangest war they had ever known,

fought by commuters who left in the morning, fought all day, and came home for dinner at night*
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B OB, SRS e K& LI R D, Z LT, T, ZOBROIED NEZ P72,
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July 17,1950
TO: Chief of Kyushu Civil Affairs Region

Provost Marshal, Fukuoka Area

SUBJECTS: MASS VIOLENCE COMMITTED BY NEGRO OCCUPATIONARIES

Moji port has been busy with the continuous landing of occupation personnel and war supplies while a
steady stream of service men is flowing into Moji city from Kokura to join the unit waiting further
orders at the said port. The said servicemen are often seen walking about in the streets and cases of

violent act, rape, intimidation and robbery committed by them have already been reported.”

_9_
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SUBJECT: Illegal entry

Date and time: July 10, at 9 p.m.

The accused: 3 U.S. Army colored soldiers. Details are unavailable.

Brief description:

3 colored soldiers came into the complainant’s house with the remark of “Konbanwa”. The soldiers
immediately left the place as the complainant went out to report himself to the Occupation and

Japanese authorities.

B FEpI2)

SUBJECT: Unlawful act

Date and time: July 10, at 11:00 p.m.

The accused: 2 U.S. Army colored soldiers

Brief description:

xxxxx (female) living next door rushed into the complainant’s house seeking her shelter. The
complainant told her to hide herself in the toilet room. The soldiers came into the house and took her

out of the said house. They vanished into the night.

e EREHI3)

SUBJECT: Attempted rape

Date and time: July 10, at 11 p.m.

The accused: 3 colored soldiers. Details are unavailable.

Brief description:

3 colored soldiers came into the prescribed house and said to the complainant, “Sleep with me”. The
complainant gave him her fist refusal, then one of the soldiers covered the complainant’s mouth with

hands while the other started to tickle her. All the soldiers vanished from the scene at the appearance

of M.P.

W mpi4)
SUBJECT: Robbery committed by Occupation personnel
Date and time: July 10, at 9 p.m.
The accused: 4 colored soldiers. Details are unavailable.
Articles stolen: (1) 3 bottles of beer
(2) 4 water—melons
(3) 2,700 yen in cash
Brief description:
4 Negro soldiers forced their way into the xxxxx liquor shop through the front door, and they departed

from the scene taking the said items with them.
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