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A Life of Alternative Service:
A Variety of Military Service and Masculinities in KOREA

SASAKI Masanori

Abstract

This paper addresses the variety of military service options in Korea.

Military service is one of the obligations imposed on the men of Korea.

Many people, especially in Japan, are thinking that all Korean men must go through a hard and painful
experience.

However, various alternative military services exist in Korea.

Until now, there have been studies that analyzed active military service. However, studies that addressed
alternative military service have been rare.

Studies on active service have mainly conducted their analysis from the perspective of gender, and have
viewed Korea as a military culture, analyzing the influence of the military experience in the formation there
of.

However, previous research has not fully elucidated the diversity of military service experiences available.
Therefore, this paper presents alternative services, and considers the diversity of military service based
upon interviews conducted to men who had finished the military service as industrial skill personnel.

This paper reveals that a grasp on the diversity of military service experiences is necessary in order to

analyze the phenomenon of masculinities in Korea.
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