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Abstracts

In the Peterborough Chronicle, we can find eight descriptions of lunar eclipses. In this
paper, I tried to assess the credibility of those eight different lunar eclipses by using astronomical
observation software. The descriptions in the years 806, 1117, and 1121 are correct. The description
in the year 733 is a lunar eclipse that happened in 734. The lunar eclipse that happened on January
16, 802 is proved to have happened on the previous day. The lunar eclipse of 827 is thought to
be a clerical error from 828. The lunar eclipses of 795 and 802 were not observed in England
because they were below the horizon. Thanks to this astronomical software, even amateur

astronauts can observe astronomical phenomenon on a computer screen and trace back lunar

eclipses that happened a long time ago.
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There was a great eclips of the moone this
night, began about 9 a clock. But the wether
proued overcast yt we could not observe no
star, w'ch we thought to haue donne, to find

out the true longetude of this place.®
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There was a greate eclips of the moone this
night past, about 3 a' clock after midnight,
w'ch Mr. Nealson & Mr. Totton observed, to
find the true longetude of this towne of Fir
ando, w'ch standeth in 321/2 degrees of late
[tJude to the Northward of the equenoctiall;
& the stars they obserued weare the Bulls e
ve & Hercus, the goate, I being pr'sent when
she was halfe darkened, & fhe Bulls eye was
46 degrees aboute the horizon, & IHercus 46
degr. & 40 minutes; & when she was wholly

discouered, the Bull eye 52 min.®
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I forgot to note downe that there was a
comet (or blasing star) w'ch hath appeared
this 5 or 6 daies som hower before day,
Easterly, a littell to the S'wardes; but it is
so neare the svnne that we could see nothing
but the teale, yt being of a huge leangth, and
doth, by littell & littell, draw to the Westward,
Sotherly.”
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The people in this place did talke much
aboutthiscometseene, thatitdid prognosticate
som greate matter of warr, and many asked
me whether such matters did happen in our
cvntrey, & whether I knew what 1t did mean
e or would ensue therof; vnto w'ch I answered
that such many tymes haue byn seene in our
partes of the world, but the meaning therof
God did know & not J.*
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733. Her wzs se mona swilce he wzre mid blode
begoten - Tatwine fordferde erceb 5 eac Beda 7 man
gehalgode Ecgbriht to biscope.

733 Here the moon was as if it were suffused
with blood, and Archbishop Tatwine passed
away,andalsoBede;andEgbertwasconsecrated

as . bishop.
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dagunge on -v- kt Apr.

795[796] Here the moon grew dark between

cock-crow and dawn on 28 March.
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800 Her wes se mona adistrad on dxre odre tid on

niht on -xvii- ki Febr.

800 Here the moon grew dark at the second

hour of the night on 16 January.
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802 Her adeostrade se mona on dagunge on -xiti- ki Ianr.

802 Here the moon grew dark at dawn on 20

December.
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806 Her se mona adistrode on ki Sept

806 Here the moon grew dark on 1 September.
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827 Her se mona abitrode on middes winters messa

niht.

827(829] Here [828] the Imoon grew dark on

Christmas night.
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nihtes swylce he eall blodig ware 7 sy6dan adistrode.
Eac on pare nihte -xvii- k Ianr was seo heofon swyde
read gesewen swylce hit bryne wzre. And on Octab sci
Johis Euglz wes seo mycele eord byfung on Lumbardige
for hwan manega mynstras - turas 7 huses gefeollon 7
mycelne hearm on mannan gedydon. Dis wxs swyde
byrstful gear on corne purh pa renas pe forneh ealles

geares ne geswicon.

1117 This year also, on the night of 1 December,
there were immense storms, with thunder,
and lightning, and rain and hail. And on the
night of 11 December for much of the night
the moon became as if it were all bloody, and
afterwards eclipsed. Also on the night of 16
December the heaven was seen very red, as
if it were fire. And on the octave of St
John the Evangelist there was the great
earth-trembling in Lombardy, from which
many minsters, towers and houses fell, and
did great harm to men. This was a very cal
amitous year for corn through the rains wh

ich did not leave off well-night all year.
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uzt And se mona apystrode on pare nihte none Apr 7

wzxs x-itii- luna.

1121 And the moon eclipsed on the eve of 5

April, and was a 14 [-day] moon.
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There was a lunar eclipse on 24 January; the
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redness was perhaps caused by refraction of
lightinavaporousatmosphere. Michael Swanton

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle p. 44
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the scribe has mistaken xiii kal. Jun. for xiii
kal. Jan. Michael Swanton: op cit p.59

Plummer II p. 67

¥ The eclipse was at 2a.m. on 25 December 828,

Michael Swanton: op cit. p.60
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